1921.   2ND APRIL.

Reply to Address of Welcome from the Bombay Municipal
Corporation.

Pray accept my very cordial thanks for the address of wel-
come you have just read, and for the warm-hearted greetings
and good wishes of the Corporation and the citizens of Bombay.
You have expressed their sentiments in such eloquent language
that my earnest desire to contribute to the welfare and happiness
of India and the Indian people would, if possible, be intensified.
Doubtless this is the experience of every new Viceroy, for it
would be presumptuous indeed to imagine that any of my
predecessors on landing on these shores would be animated
otherwise than by the best intentions and highest motives, but
I should not be human if at this first moment of finding myself in
India I were not almost overwhelmed by the magnitude of the
task I have undertaken, and the vast responsibilities that will
devolve upon me. It is therefore especially gratifying when the
heart looks round for some encouragement and support to find
your address of welcome. Evidently no pains have been spared
to make me, almost a complete stranger, feel that you are
particularly desirous of displaying the innate Eastern courtesy
by extending a friendly hand and gracious smile to one who comes
here charged with so high and important a mission. Your
well-known loyalty to the King-Emperor would of itself assure
an official welcome, but I think I detect something more delicate
and more graceful in your address. I note especially your
sympathetic reference to the ancient race to which I belong,
and observe with pleasure that you state that your pride in
welcoming me is enhanced by this circumstance. It is my only
connection with the East until the present moment, and this
leads me to wonder whether perhaps by some fortunate, almost
indefinably subtle, sub-consciousness, it may quicken and facili-
tate my understanding of the aims and aspirations, the trials
and tribulations, the joys and sorrows, of the Indian people, and
assist me to catch the almost inarticulate cries and inaudible
whispers of those multitudes who sometimes suffer most, and yet
find it difficult, if not impossible, to express their needs.

As I listened to your brief but succinct recital of the plans
and activities of your Municipality, I recognized that you have
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